
ADVENT PRAYER Ð WEEK I

Leader:   Let us begin our prayer with the Sign of the Cross
All:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Leader: Today is the first Sunday of Advent and the day when the Church throughout the 
world begins a new year.  For the next four Sundays we will prepare our hearts to 
welcome Jesus in a special way on Christmas.  During Advent we remember that 
Jesus came and lived among us more than 2,000 years ago.  We also remember 
that he has promised to return some day, bringing with him peace and love.

Listen to the words of the prophet Isaiah:

Reader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
Upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shown.
You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing.

The Word of the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God

Leader:   Let us now pray for GodÕs blessing upon us and upon this wreath.
(pause)

Lord our God,
we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:
He is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples,
He is the wisdom that teaches and guides us,
He is the Savior of every nation.

Lord God,
let your blessing come upon us as we light the candles of this wreath.
May the wreath and its light
be a sign of ChristÕs promise to bring us salvation.
May he come quickly and not delay.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:  Amen

The first candle is then lighted.

Leader: Let us pray in the words that Jesus gave us:
All:  Our Father É

Sing one verse of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
  O come, o come, Emmanuel 
  and ransom captive Israel,
  That mourns in lonely exile here.
  Until the Son of God appear.

  Rejoice!  Rejoice!
  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Leader: We end as we pray Maran thaÕ Ð Come Lord Jesus.
All:  Amen
 
All:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
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ADVENT PRAYER Ð WEEK II

Leader:   Let us begin our prayer with the Sign of the Cross
All:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen

Two purple candles are lighted.

Leader: Today is the Second Sunday of Advent.  (or We are now in the second week of 
Advent).  Listen to the words of the prophet Isaiah as we remember GodÕs 
promise to us:

Reader: A voice is shouting:
Clear a path in the desert for the LORD.
Build a straight road there for our God.

Fill in the valleys and flatten the mountains and hills.
Level the rough and rugged ground.

Then the glory of the LORD will appear for all to see.
The LORD had promised this!

The Word of the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God

Leader:   Father,
help us to prepare the way of Jesus, the Light of the World.
May we who believe that he will come always serve you.
We as this through Christ our Lord.

All:  Amen

Leader: Let us pray in the words that Jesus gave us:
All:  Our Father É

Sing one verse of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
  O come, o come, Emmanuel 
  and ransom captive Israel,
  That mourns in lonely exile here.
  Until the Son of God appear.

  Rejoice!  Rejoice!
  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Leader: We end as we pray Maran thaÕ Ð Come Lord Jesus.
All:  Amen
 
All:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
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ADVENT PRAYER Ð WEEK III

Leader:   Let us begin our prayer with the Sign of the Cross
All:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Two purple candles and one pink are lighted.

Leader: We are half way through our Advent waiting.  We are so filled with joy that our 
Church has a special name for today:  Gaudete Sunday.  Gaudete means 
ÒRejoice.Ó  We know that Christmas is coming soon when Jesus will come into 
our hearts in a special way.

Listen to the words of St. Paul and remember that God always keeps His 
promises:

Reader: Brothers and sisters:
Always be joyful and never stop praying.
Whatever happens, keep thanking God because of Jesus Christ.
This is what God wants you to do.  É
I pray that God, who gives peace,

    will make you completely holy.
And may your spirit, souls, and body be kept healthy and faultless 

     until our Lord Jesus Christ returns.
The one who chose you can be trusted,

     and he will do this.

The Word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God

Leader:   Lord,
we ask you to fill our minds with your light,
so that, filled with your brightness we may rejoice in your coming.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.

All:  Amen

Leader: Let us pray in the words that Jesus gave us:
All:  Our Father É

Sing one verse of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
  O come, o come, Emmanuel 
  and ransom captive Israel,
  That mourns in lonely exile here.
  Until the Son of God appear.

  Rejoice!  Rejoice!
  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Leader: We end as we pray Maran thaÕ Ð Come Lord Jesus.
All:  Amen
All:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
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ADVENT PRAYER Ð WEEK IV

Leader:   Let us begin our prayer with the Sign of the Cross
All:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All the candles are lighted.

Leader: Only four more days until Christmas!  Imagine how excited Mary and Joseph 
must have been because the day would be soon that Jesus would be born.  In a 
few days we will celebrate that day and remember that even now Jesus is with us 
in a special way.

Listen to the words of Saint Paul:

Reader: Brothers and Sisters:
Praise God!
He can make you strong by means of my good news,

     which is the message about Jesus Christ,
     but now at last it has been told.

 The eternal God commanded his prophets to write about the good news,
    so that all nations would obey and have faith.

And now, because of Jesus Christ,
     we can praise the only wise God forever!  Amen.

The Word of the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God

Leader:   Lord, hurry and come to us.
May your light shine in our lives, 
so that we may be freed from sin.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:  Amen

Leader: Let us pray in the words that Jesus gave us:
All:  Our Father É

Sing one verse of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
  O come, o come, Emmanuel 
  and ransom captive Israel,
  That mourns in lonely exile here.
  Until the Son of God appear.

  Rejoice!  Rejoice!
  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Leader: We end as we pray Maran thaÕ Ð Come Lord Jesus.
All:  Amen

All:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
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